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The pollination service bees provide is responsible for almost 35% of the crops we 
consume1. The bee population is therefore extremely important to maintain and 
protect. However, mainstream industrial farming practices today are hurting both 
native bees and honeybees. The lack of biodiversity in agriculture has diminished 
native bees’ habitat, and has led to the importation of millions of honeybees to 
pollinate monoculture crops. The use of pesticides on these farms contributes to 
Colony Collapse Disorder; a syndrome killing up to 50% of  honeybee hives every 
year2. 

Urban settings are essential in maintaining the 1,600 species of bees3 that are native 
to California, and in providing healthy, pesticide free habitats for honeybees. Bees can 
travel up to three miles from their homes, allowing them access to a diverse number 
of plants to pollinate year round.4  This also helps urban farmers that are dependent on 
honeybees and native bees to grow food sustainably. 

Here, one can begin to visually sense the plethora of habitats o!ered to bees in 
Berkeley and Oakland, and imagine the potential other cities have in doing the 

same. Yet this map does not come close to representing the total number of 
hives in the area. After speaking with beekeepers it became clear that 

most hive owners do not want to divulge the location of their hives. 
They site several reasons for this: neighbors are often unhappy at 

the prospect of living near hives, landlords may not allow them, 
hives are sometimes placed illegally in public spaces, and 

there are instances of theft. There are certainly hundreds 
of more hives in Berkeley and Oakland – in backyards, 

in abandoned buildings, beneath freeway bypasses, 
and in the nooks and crannies of this diverse 

urban setting.
 

                 1.Greenleaf and Kremen 2.Henry et al 3.Frankie et al 4.Beesource.com
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Sources: Bringing Back the Natives Garden Tour 2005 - 2013; beehive locations crowdsourced  Rebecca Wynd, 2013
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